
NEXUS ARTS

CNR NORTH TCE & MORPHETT ST Nexus
Arts

ADELAIDE, SA, SOOO

T2+61AAã,24276

E: INFO@NEXUSARTS.ORG.AU

W: NEXUSARTS.ORG,AU

Parliament of Austratia
PO Box 6021
Parliament House

CANBERRA
Canberra ACT 2600

The lnquiry into Arts and Cultural Phil.anthropy

To whom it may concern,

Onbehatf of NexusArts,wearesubmitting aresponsetothePartiamentofAustralia inquiryintoArtsandCuttural.
Phil.anthropy.

Phitanthropy in Austratia

Austratia doesn't have a culture of phitanthropy; it's not vatued and supported in the same way as it is in other countr¡es

such as the United Kingdom. Phitanthropy is difficutt to get an in road, foundations and trusts are often closed off and

unreachable, when they do open apptications and grant rounds, its highty competitive and the funds aren't spread as

far as government grant rounds.

We betieve there is a need for regutar and appropriatety desirabte oppoftunities for phitanthropists and organisations to

meet and mingLe, on a nationaI and state tevet, to facititate conversations and connections. This coul.d be a space

where the Government coul.d take the tead, providing resources and networks to deliver and host these events, perhaps

framed around existing festivats or conferences.

As most phil,anthropic foundations, trusts and donors are closed off to new opportunities and are not contactabte, we

identify those that aLign with the work we do and have open appLication rounds. Keeping across these opportunities and

buitding the networks and in-roads takes a significant amount of work and time, in an organisation of our size and with

timited resources, it can be chal,Lenging to keep across it att.

Nexus Arts

Nexus Arts are [eaders in cuttural,ty diverse and intercutturat artistic practice, based in Adetaide, South Austratia and

running since 1984. Nexus Afts fosters excettence bysupporting cutturatty and l,inguisticatty diverse and First Nations

aftists with devetopment programs and presentation oppoftunities, engaging broad audiences to exper¡ence diverse

artistic practice. We are a non-for-profit with DGR status.

We're a medium sized arts organisat¡on; we do important work but can't compete w¡th targer arts organisat¡ons that
have the staff and resources to service phil,anthropic foundations, trusts and donors. We can't provide the same [eve[ of

benefit with donor circtes, networking events, etc. For such, we are seeking to connect with foundations tike the Ades

Foundâtion who are more driven by sociat impact and want to directty support artists. We are exploring the best wayto
promote what we do and identify our unique offering.
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ln 2025 we had a change of teadership with two new Co-CEOs, Kim Roberts & Zhao Liang, we atso brought on board a
new Devetopment Manager, Ruth Wetdon. With the new changes in l,eadership and management, we've been
redesigning our fundraising and ph¡tanthropy strategy. As a smatl-to-medium not for profit, with a part t¡me staffing
base, working in the community cuttural. development space, our fundraising goats are reatistic to our resources but
provide a signif¡cant impact. We are excited to meet some new fundraising goats this year as we launch our donor circte
program, focus in on two fundraising campaigns and aim to strike a partnership with a phitanthropic foundation and
trust.

Nexus & Phil.anthropy

We are currentty supported by Ades Foundation, through a 3-year partnership 2024-2026 with an annual contribution of
$30,000 ¡nvested in our aftist development programs Like lnterpl.ay and Studio Residencies. AdditionaL support comes
f rom a sma tt group of donors, most giving $50-$1 00 a nnualty, and two donors giving $t SOO+ each yea r a round set
fundraising campaigns.

ln terms of what's worked - Creat¡ve Austratia have a great suite of resources to heLp guide in fundraising and
phil.anthropy, with outl.ined theory of buitding a donor base, exptoring phiLanthropy and devel.oping a fundraising
strategy. The best resource has beenthe guidance and mentoring of the State Manager Development & Partnership,
who is avaitable to meet with and provide advice on our fundraising ptans and campaigns.

We had a great success with AusAtt Day onThurs 23 October 2025 -this Creative Austratia managed program was a

focused day of giving to the arts. Through this we raised $5200 in a day, meeting and exceeding our $sooo target, as it
also resutted in reconnecting with our main donors and buiLding relationships with new donors.

fn the pastwe had received phiLanthropic funding through the James &Diana Ramsayfoundation forthe Barngarla
Stories projectthat happened in 2015. Since then, past and present Development Managers have continuousty been
seeking and exptoring phitanthropic funding through various foundations and trusts without much success, outside of
the partnership with the Ades Foundation.

We appreciate the opportuniÇ to submit a lettertothis inquiry and lookforward to hearingfufther deveLopments

Kind regards,

Ruth Wetdon
Development Manager
on behatf of Co-CEOs Kim Roberts & Zhao Liang & the Nexus Arts Board
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